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“If a child  
can’t learn the way we teach,  

maybe  
we should  

teach the way they learn.” 
- Ignacio Estrada
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•Do we need to teach Grade R?•What do we teach in Grade R? •Bela Bill? 

• Child development has remained the same.

• Ages and stages.

• Expectations / outcomes have changed. 

• Generation Alpha is weird and wonderful.

READY, SET… GRADE R
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•Curriculum
• WHAT children should learn, not HOW 

children should learn.

•Curriculum outcomes
• Functional and meaningful

• Method to our madness.

• We need to think differently.

•Right or wrong? 

• Simply a different

• What skills are required for Grade 1?

• Engagement between Grade R and 1!
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"Play is the work 
of the child” 

A phrase famously coined by Maria Montessori—captures 
the idea that play is a child's primary occupation. 


Through play, children process their experiences, make 
sense of the world, and build vital physical, emotional, and 

cognitive skills.
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• Children learn optimally:

• Concrete

• Schematic

• Abstract

• When there is:

• Progressive development

• Solid foundation

• Pre-requisites and prior knowledge

WHAT WE CONSIDER
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Shared meaning / comprehension

Language  
rely on 

vocabulary
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•Majority of learners are language poor

•Majority of learners are experience poor

•Limited vocabulary

• Socio economics

- Parental involvement

- Academic language

• Screen exposure 

• Neurodiversity

WHY SHOULD WE THINK ABOUT THIS
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Maths = Language

Children should hold 
Maths in their hands 
before they can hold 

it in their heads. 
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Teacher’s guide Mathematics
Publication date:

September 2026

Introducing Tippie does maths

Notes for teachers

Teacher resources

How to use the 10 books

Time allocation of concepts

Assessment guidelines

Weekly lesson plans for each term

Examples of problem-solving 

activities

Grade
Format
Size
Extent
Series
Unique

R
Activity books
A4
28 pages per book
10 books in each level
Fun, colourful and 
engaging
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Jeanne Bloem, 
José Palmer & 

Reinette LombardDiscovering 
at home

Tippie 
does maths

Level R: Book 1

9 7 8 1 7 7 6 3 5 5 7 9 2

1.  Discovering at home
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Spatial awareness  |  More and less

2.  Learning with shapes
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Colours  |  2D and 3D shapes  |  Big and small

3.  Playing on the farm
Number concepts1 - 5  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |  Story sums  |  Combinations that make 5

4.  Learning with pets
Number concepts 1 - 7  |  Days of the week  |  Story sums  |  Data handling

5.  Discovering on the beach
Number concepts 1 - 9  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Data handling  |  Practical fractions

6.  Learning with my hands
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Double and halve  |  Practical fractions
Combinations that make 10

7.  Discovering with flowers and insects
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Multiples  |  Story sums  |  Estimation  |  Practical fractions  |  Measurement

8.  Learning about rand and cent
South African coins  |  South African notes  |  Story sums  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |
Double and halve

9.  Discovering in the garden
Days, months and seasons  |  Measurement  |  Story sums  |  Time: hours  |  Odd and even numbers  |
Division with a remainder

10. Learning is super easy
Numbers, operations and relationships  |  Space and shape  |  Data handling  |  Measurement  |
Patterns functions and algebra  |  Baseline assessment Grade 1 numeracy readiness

Tippie does maths!  
Learning basic numeracy skills are super easy with Tippie the elephant. 

The Level R Math books focus on the building blocks for mathematical literacy 
and gives young children the opportunity to discover and apply new skills within 
a familiar and relevant theme. 

Concepts included in this series is number concepts 1 - 10, shapes and size. 
Spatial awareness, measurement, patterns, time and money. Word problems and 
silly rhymes form part of this unique approach. 

Jeanne Bloem, 
José Palmer & 

Reinette Lombard
Learning 
with my 
hands

Tippie 
does maths

Level R: Book 6

9 7 8 1 7 7 6 3 5 5 6 8 6

1.  Discovering at home
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Spatial awareness  |  More and less

2.  Learning with shapes
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Colours  |  2D and 3D shapes  |  Big and small

3.  Playing on the farm
Number concepts1 - 5  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |  Story sums  |  Combinations that make 5

4.  Learning with pets
Number concepts 1 - 7  |  Days of the week  |  Story sums  |  Data handling

5.  Discovering on the beach
Number concepts 1 - 9  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Data handling  |  Practical fractions

6.  Learning with my hands
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Double and halve  |  Practical fractions
Combinations that make 10

7.  Discovering with flowers and insects
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Multiples  |  Story sums  |  Estimation  |  Practical fractions  |  Measurement

8.  Learning about rand and cent
South African coins  |  South African notes  |  Story sums  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |
Double and halve

9.  Discovering in the garden
Days, months and seasons  |  Measurement  |  Story sums  |  Time: hours  |  Odd and even numbers  |
Division with a remainder

10. Learning is super easy
Numbers, operations and relationships  |  Space and shape  |  Data handling  |  Measurement  |
Patterns functions and algebra  |  Baseline assessment Grade 1 numeracy readiness

Tippie does maths!  
Learning basic numeracy skills are super easy with Tippie the elephant. 

The Level R Math books focus on the building blocks for mathematical literacy 
and gives young children the opportunity to discover and apply new skills within 
a familiar and relevant theme. 

Concepts included in this series is number concepts 1 - 10, shapes and size. 
Spatial awareness, measurement, patterns, time and money. Word problems and 
silly rhymes form part of this unique approach. 

Jeanne Bloem, 
José Palmer & 

Reinette LombardLearning 
with shapes

Tippie 
does maths

Level R: Book 2

with shapes

9 7 8 1 7 7 6 3 5 5 6 0 0

1.  Discovering at home
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Spatial awareness  |  More and less

2.  Learning with shapes
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Colours  |  2D and 3D shapes  |  Big and small

3.  Playing on the farm
Number concepts1 - 5  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |  Story sums  |  Combinations that make 5

4.  Learning with pets
Number concepts 1 - 7  |  Days of the week  |  Story sums  |  Data handling

5.  Discovering on the beach
Number concepts 1 - 9  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Data handling  |  Practical fractions

6.  Learning with my hands
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Double and halve  |  Practical fractions
Combinations that make 10

7.  Discovering with flowers and insects
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Multiples  |  Story sums  |  Estimation  |  Practical fractions  |  Measurement

8.  Learning about rand and cent
South African coins  |  South African notes  |  Story sums  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |
Double and halve

9.  Discovering in the garden
Days, months and seasons  |  Measurement  |  Story sums  |  Time: hours  |  Odd and even numbers  |
Division with a remainder

10. Learning is super easy
Numbers, operations and relationships  |  Space and shape  |  Data handling  |  Measurement  |
Patterns functions and algebra  |  Baseline assessment Grade 1 numeracy readiness

Tippie does maths!  
Learning basic numeracy skills are super easy with Tippie the elephant. 

The Level R Math books focus on the building blocks for mathematical literacy 
and gives young children the opportunity to discover and apply new skills within 
a familiar and relevant theme. 

Concepts included in this series is number concepts 1 - 10, shapes and size. 
Spatial awareness, measurement, patterns, time and money. Word problems and 
silly rhymes form part of this unique approach. 

Jeanne Bloem, 
José Palmer & 

Reinette Lombard

Tippie 
does maths

Level R: Book 7

Reinette Lombard
Discovering 
with flowers 
and insects

9 7 8 1 7 7 6 3 5 5 7 0 9

1.  Discovering at home
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Spatial awareness  |  More and less

2.  Learning with shapes
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Colours  |  2D and 3D shapes  |  Big and small

3.  Playing on the farm
Number concepts1 - 5  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |  Story sums  |  Combinations that make 5

4.  Learning with pets
Number concepts 1 - 7  |  Days of the week  |  Story sums  |  Data handling

5.  Discovering on the beach
Number concepts 1 - 9  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Data handling  |  Practical fractions

6.  Learning with my hands
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Double and halve  |  Practical fractions
Combinations that make 10

7.  Discovering with flowers and insects
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Multiples  |  Story sums  |  Estimation  |  Practical fractions  |  Measurement

8.  Learning about rand and cent
South African coins  |  South African notes  |  Story sums  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |
Double and halve

9.  Discovering in the garden
Days, months and seasons  |  Measurement  |  Story sums  |  Time: hours  |  Odd and even numbers  |
Division with a remainder

10. Learning is super easy
Numbers, operations and relationships  |  Space and shape  |  Data handling  |  Measurement  |
Patterns functions and algebra  |  Baseline assessment Grade 1 numeracy readiness

Tippie does maths!  
Learning basic numeracy skills are super easy with Tippie the elephant. 

The Level R Math books focus on the building blocks for mathematical literacy 
and gives young children the opportunity to discover and apply new skills within 
a familiar and relevant theme. 

Concepts included in this series is number concepts 1 - 10, shapes and size. 
Spatial awareness, measurement, patterns, time and money. Word problems and 
silly rhymes form part of this unique approach. 

Jeanne Bloem, 
José Palmer & 

Reinette LombardPlaying on 
the farm

Tippie 
does maths

Level R: Book 3

9 7 8 1 7 7 6 3 5 5 6 2 4

1.  Discovering at home
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Spatial awareness  |  More and less

2.  Learning with shapes
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Colours  |  2D and 3D shapes  |  Big and small

3.  Playing on the farm
Number concepts1 - 5  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |  Story sums  |  Combinations that make 5

4.  Learning with pets
Number concepts 1 - 7  |  Days of the week  |  Story sums  |  Data handling

5.  Discovering on the beach
Number concepts 1 - 9  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Data handling  |  Practical fractions

6.  Learning with my hands
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Double and halve  |  Practical fractions
Combinations that make 10

7.  Discovering with flowers and insects
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Multiples  |  Story sums  |  Estimation  |  Practical fractions  |  Measurement

8.  Learning about rand and cent
South African coins  |  South African notes  |  Story sums  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |
Double and halve

9.  Discovering in the garden
Days, months and seasons  |  Measurement  |  Story sums  |  Time: hours  |  Odd and even numbers  |
Division with a remainder

10. Learning is super easy
Numbers, operations and relationships  |  Space and shape  |  Data handling  |  Measurement  |
Patterns functions and algebra  |  Baseline assessment Grade 1 numeracy readiness

Tippie does maths!  
Learning basic numeracy skills are super easy with Tippie the elephant. 

The Level R Math books focus on the building blocks for mathematical literacy 
and gives young children the opportunity to discover and apply new skills within 
a familiar and relevant theme. 

Concepts included in this series is number concepts 1 - 10, shapes and size. 
Spatial awareness, measurement, patterns, time and money. Word problems and 
silly rhymes form part of this unique approach. 

Jeanne Bloem, 
José Palmer & 

Reinette Lombard

Tippie 
does maths

Level R: Book 8

Learning 
about rands 

and cent

9 7 8 1 7 7 6 3 5 5 7 2 3

1.  Discovering at home
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Spatial awareness  |  More and less

2.  Learning with shapes
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Colours  |  2D and 3D shapes  |  Big and small

3.  Playing on the farm
Number concepts1 - 5  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |  Story sums  |  Combinations that make 5

4.  Learning with pets
Number concepts 1 - 7  |  Days of the week  |  Story sums  |  Data handling

5.  Discovering on the beach
Number concepts 1 - 9  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Data handling  |  Practical fractions

6.  Learning with my hands
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Double and halve  |  Practical fractions
Combinations that make 10

7.  Discovering with flowers and insects
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Multiples  |  Story sums  |  Estimation  |  Practical fractions  |  Measurement

8.  Learning about rand and cent
South African coins  |  South African notes  |  Story sums  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |
Double and halve

9.  Discovering in the garden
Days, months and seasons  |  Measurement  |  Story sums  |  Time: hours  |  Odd and even numbers  |
Division with a remainder

10. Learning is super easy
Numbers, operations and relationships  |  Space and shape  |  Data handling  |  Measurement  |
Patterns functions and algebra  |  Baseline assessment Grade 1 numeracy readiness

Tippie does maths!  
Learning basic numeracy skills are super easy with Tippie the elephant. 

The Level R Math books focus on the building blocks for mathematical literacy 
and gives young children the opportunity to discover and apply new skills within 
a familiar and relevant theme. 

Concepts included in this series is number concepts 1 - 10, shapes and size. 
Spatial awareness, measurement, patterns, time and money. Word problems and 
silly rhymes form part of this unique approach. 

Jeanne Bloem, 
José Palmer & 

Reinette LombardLearning 
with pets

Tippie 
does maths

Level R: Book 4

with pets

9 7 8 1 7 7 6 3 5 5 6 4 8

1.  Discovering at home
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Spatial awareness  |  More and less

2.  Learning with shapes
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Colours  |  2D and 3D shapes  |  Big and small

3.  Playing on the farm
Number concepts1 - 5  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |  Story sums  |  Combinations that make 5

4.  Learning with pets
Number concepts 1 - 7  |  Days of the week  |  Story sums  |  Data handling

5.  Discovering on the beach
Number concepts 1 - 9  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Data handling  |  Practical fractions

6.  Learning with my hands
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Double and halve  |  Practical fractions
Combinations that make 10

7.  Discovering with flowers and insects
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Multiples  |  Story sums  |  Estimation  |  Practical fractions  |  Measurement

8.  Learning about rand and cent
South African coins  |  South African notes  |  Story sums  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |
Double and halve

9.  Discovering in the garden
Days, months and seasons  |  Measurement  |  Story sums  |  Time: hours  |  Odd and even numbers  |
Division with a remainder

10. Learning is super easy
Numbers, operations and relationships  |  Space and shape  |  Data handling  |  Measurement  |
Patterns functions and algebra  |  Baseline assessment Grade 1 numeracy readiness

Tippie does maths!  
Learning basic numeracy skills are super easy with Tippie the elephant. 

The Level R Math books focus on the building blocks for mathematical literacy 
and gives young children the opportunity to discover and apply new skills within 
a familiar and relevant theme. 

Concepts included in this series is number concepts 1 - 10, shapes and size. 
Spatial awareness, measurement, patterns, time and money. Word problems and 
silly rhymes form part of this unique approach. 

Jeanne Bloem, 
José Palmer & 

Reinette Lombard

Tippie 
does maths

Level R: Book 9

Discovering 
in the garden

9 7 8 1 7 7 6 3 5 5 7 4 7

1.  Discovering at home
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Spatial awareness  |  More and less

2.  Learning with shapes
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Colours  |  2D and 3D shapes  |  Big and small

3.  Playing on the farm
Number concepts1 - 5  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |  Story sums  |  Combinations that make 5

4.  Learning with pets
Number concepts 1 - 7  |  Days of the week  |  Story sums  |  Data handling

5.  Discovering on the beach
Number concepts 1 - 9  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Data handling  |  Practical fractions

6.  Learning with my hands
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Double and halve  |  Practical fractions
Combinations that make 10

7.  Discovering with flowers and insects
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Multiples  |  Story sums  |  Estimation  |  Practical fractions  |  Measurement

8.  Learning about rand and cent
South African coins  |  South African notes  |  Story sums  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |
Double and halve

9.  Discovering in the garden
Days, months and seasons  |  Measurement  |  Story sums  |  Time: hours  |  Odd and even numbers  |
Division with a remainder

10. Learning is super easy
Numbers, operations and relationships  |  Space and shape  |  Data handling  |  Measurement  |
Patterns functions and algebra  |  Baseline assessment Grade 1 numeracy readiness

Tippie does maths!  
Learning basic numeracy skills are super easy with Tippie the elephant. 

The Level R Math books focus on the building blocks for mathematical literacy 
and gives young children the opportunity to discover and apply new skills within 
a familiar and relevant theme. 

Concepts included in this series is number concepts 1 - 10, shapes and size. 
Spatial awareness, measurement, patterns, time and money. Word problems and 
silly rhymes form part of this unique approach. 

Jeanne Bloem, 
José Palmer & 

Reinette LombardDiscovering 
on the beach

Tippie 
does maths

Level R: Book 5

on the beach

9 7 8 1 7 7 6 3 5 5 6 6 2

1.  Discovering at home
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Spatial awareness  |  More and less

2.  Learning with shapes
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Colours  |  2D and 3D shapes  |  Big and small

3.  Playing on the farm
Number concepts1 - 5  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |  Story sums  |  Combinations that make 5

4.  Learning with pets
Number concepts 1 - 7  |  Days of the week  |  Story sums  |  Data handling

5.  Discovering on the beach
Number concepts 1 - 9  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Data handling  |  Practical fractions

6.  Learning with my hands
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Double and halve  |  Practical fractions
Combinations that make 10

7.  Discovering with flowers and insects
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Multiples  |  Story sums  |  Estimation  |  Practical fractions  |  Measurement

8.  Learning about rand and cent
South African coins  |  South African notes  |  Story sums  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |
Double and halve

9.  Discovering in the garden
Days, months and seasons  |  Measurement  |  Story sums  |  Time: hours  |  Odd and even numbers  |
Division with a remainder

10. Learning is super easy
Numbers, operations and relationships  |  Space and shape  |  Data handling  |  Measurement  |
Patterns functions and algebra  |  Baseline assessment Grade 1 numeracy readiness

Tippie does maths!  
Learning basic numeracy skills are super easy with Tippie the elephant. 

The Level R Math books focus on the building blocks for mathematical literacy 
and gives young children the opportunity to discover and apply new skills within 
a familiar and relevant theme. 

Concepts included in this series is number concepts 1 - 10, shapes and size. 
Spatial awareness, measurement, patterns, time and money. Word problems and 
silly rhymes form part of this unique approach. 

Jeanne Bloem, 
José Palmer & 

Reinette Lombard

Tippie 
does maths

Level R: Book 10

Learning 
is super 

easy

9 7 8 1 7 7 6 3 5 5 7 6 1

1.  Discovering at home
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Spatial awareness  |  More and less

2.  Learning with shapes
Number concepts 1 - 4  |  Colours  |  2D and 3D shapes  |  Big and small

3.  Playing on the farm
Number concepts1 - 5  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |  Story sums  |  Combinations that make 5

4.  Learning with pets
Number concepts 1 - 7  |  Days of the week  |  Story sums  |  Data handling

5.  Discovering on the beach
Number concepts 1 - 9  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Data handling  |  Practical fractions

6.  Learning with my hands
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Concepts  |  Story sums  |  Double and halve  |  Practical fractions
Combinations that make 10

7.  Discovering with flowers and insects
Number concepts 1 - 10  |  Multiples  |  Story sums  |  Estimation  |  Practical fractions  |  Measurement

8.  Learning about rand and cent
South African coins  |  South African notes  |  Story sums  |  Addition, subtraction and equal  |
Double and halve

9.  Discovering in the garden
Days, months and seasons  |  Measurement  |  Story sums  |  Time: hours  |  Odd and even numbers  |
Division with a remainder

10. Learning is super easy
Numbers, operations and relationships  |  Space and shape  |  Data handling  |  Measurement  |
Patterns functions and algebra  |  Baseline assessment Grade 1 numeracy readiness

Tippie does maths!  
Learning basic numeracy skills are super easy with Tippie the elephant. 

The Level R Math books focus on the building blocks for mathematical literacy 
and gives young children the opportunity to discover and apply new skills within 
a familiar and relevant theme. 

Concepts included in this series is number concepts 1 - 10, shapes and size. 
Spatial awareness, measurement, patterns, time and money. Word problems and 
silly rhymes form part of this unique approach. 
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Maths

1 - 10

Jeanne Bloem,
José Palmer &

Reinette Lombard
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In the Foundation phase 
children learn to read. 

In the Intermediate phase 
children read to learn.  

Foundation Phase: Grade R - 3
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Phonics and Science of reading

Reading relies on 
letter (sounds)

15

Format
Size
Extent
Series

Encapsulated, re-usable
A4
28 pages per book
Writing patterns
Visual perception
Numbers and digits
Letter formation

English: Home Language 

Grade R  
Teacher’s guide 

Publication date:
January 2027

compiled by monique snyders

English 
Home language

Grade R

tippie onderw
ysersgids: afrikaans huistaal graad R

Tippie
teachers’ guide

Die Tippie Leesprogram is ontwerp met die Kurrikulum- en 
Assesseringsbeleidsverklaring (KABV) en die Onderrig- en 
Assesseringsplan (OAP) as riglyn. Die leermateriaal in hierdie 
gids is spesifiek vir die Departement van Basiese Onderwys 
saamgestel en die gids dien as ’n riglyn vir die gebruik van dié 
spesifieke leermateriaal. 

Die Tippie Onderwysersgids sal onderwysers toerus met 
omvattende en praktiese hulpmiddels om leer en lees effektief in 
die klaskamer te kan toepas. 

Die tekste in die program bestaan uit ’n verskeidenheid van 
ouderdomstoepaslike en kultureel relevante tekste wat die 
uiteenlopende agtergronde en ervarings van Suid-Afrikaanse 
leerders weerspieël en terselfdertyd ’n verband tussen lees 
en die werklike wêreld bevorder. 

Die Tippie Leesprogram gebruik ’n holistiese benadering 
en maak van die volgende 8 kernkomponente gebruik:

1. Klankkaarte
2. Handskrifkaarte
3. Muurkaarte
4. Grootboeke
5. Gegradeerde leesboeke
6. Kernleser
7. Bundel
8. Flitskaarte

Die gids, met sy 40 lesplanne, 
onderrigstrategieë, aktiwiteite en 
assesseringsriglyne, wys presies 
hoe om die 8 kernkomponente van 
die Leesprogram te gebruik, en 
sluit die volgende in: 

• Geïntegreerde klankprogram
• Woordeskat en taalontwikkeling
• Omvattende leesonderrig
• Assesserings en differensiasie

• Observe the 
illustrations 

• Discuss what they see 
• Share prior 

knowledge and 
experiences 

• Make predictions 
about the story 

• Respond to questions 
using complete 
sentences where 
possible 

• Answer simple 
questions 

• Use new vocabulary in 
oral responses 

• Participate 
confidently in the 
group activity 

Rotation Activities 
(40 min. x 5 days) 

Group 1: (teacher-guided) 
Read and write  

Group 1:  
Draw and tell 

Group 1:  
Trace and colour 

Group 1:  
Look and colour 

Group 1:  
Connect and match 

Group 2:  
Connect and match 

Group 2: (teacher-guided) 
Read and write 

Group 2:  
Draw and tell 

Group 2:  
Trace and colour 

Group 2:  
Look and colour 

Group 3: 
Look and colour 

Group 3: 
Connect and match 

Group 3: (teacher-guided) 
Read and write 

Group 3: 
Draw and tell 

Group 3: 
Trace and colour 

Group 4: 
Trace and colour 

Group 4:  
Look and colour 

Group 4: 
Connect and match 

Group 4: (teacher-guided) 
Read and write 

Group 4: 
Draw and tell 

Group 5: 
Draw and tell 

Group 5: 
Trace and colour 

Group 5:  
Look and colour 

Group 5: 
Connect and match 

Group 5: (teacher-guided) 
Read and write 

Story Time 
(10 min. x 5 days) 

 
 

Anthology text, picture book or teacher-selected story. 

Anthology Connection: Super Gran (p. 23) 
This text may be used during Story Time or as an extension activity where appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tippie Time (Optional – 2–5 minutes) 

Teacher: “What time is it?” 

Class: “It’s Tippie Time!” 

Teacher: “Tippie says: What do you like to do on a cold day?” 

Activities and worksheets to support 
further consolidation and practice 

for Level R are available on the 
Curious Readers platform. 

WEEK 21 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Listening & Speaking 
(20 min. x 5 days) 

 
 

Learners take turns 
sharing news about their 
weekend. 

Learners take turns 
sharing what winter is like 
and discussing their 
experiences during winter. 

Learners discuss the 
weather in winter and 
identify signs of winter 
shown on the poster. 

Learners discuss the 
clothes people wear in 
winter and explain why 
these clothes are needed. 

Learners discuss how 
winter affects people, 
animals and plants.  

Poster: Seasons, clothes and colours. Use during class discussions where appropriate. 

Shared Reading 
(20 min. x 5 days) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Level R, Book 1: 
I am Tippie 

Focus: Prediction, book 
orientation and 
vocabulary development. 
Teacher does: 
• Introduce the title;  

I am Tippie 
• Show the front cover 

and discuss the 
illustration 

• Conduct a picture 
walk through the 
reader without 
reading the text 

• Introduce the main 
characters 

• Encourage learners to 
observe details in the 
illustrations 

• Introduce 2–3 key 
vocabulary words 
from the story 

• Ask prediction 
questions such as: 

➢ Who do you think 
Tippie is? 

➢ What do you think the 
story will be about? 

➢ What clues do the 
pictures give us? 

Learners do: 

Focus: Understanding 
characters, events and 
vocabulary 
Teacher does: 
• Read the entire story 

aloud 
• Model enjoyment and 

expression while 
reading 

• Pause occasionally to 
discuss characters and 
events 

• Encourage learners to 
use picture clues to 
support 
understanding 

• Clarify unfamiliar 
vocabulary 

• Ask simple 
comprehension 
questions during and 
after reading 

Learners do: 
• Listen attentively to 

the story 
• Follow the 

illustrations while 
listening 

• Discuss characters 
and events 

Focus: Recall, sequencing 
and oral language 
development 
Teacher does: 
• Reread the entire 

story 
• Discuss the beginning, 

middle and end of the 
story 

• Model how to retell 
the story using the 
illustrations 

• Ask questions that 
encourage learners to 
recall events 

• Guide learners in 
sequencing events 
orally 

Learners do: 
• Participate in 

discussions 
• Recall events from the 

story 
• Sequence events 

using illustrations 
• Retell parts of the 

story orally 
• Respond to recall 

questions 

Focus: Concepts of print, 
vocabulary and 
comprehension 
Teacher does: 
• Engage learners in 

shared reading of the 
story 

• Model tracking text 
from left to right and 
top to bottom 

• Draw attention to 
selected sight words 

• Discuss vocabulary 
and illustrations 

• Ask questions that 
encourage learners to 
think about the story 

Learners do: 
• Participate in shared 

reading 
• Track text while 

reading 
• Identify selected sight 

words 
• Discuss vocabulary 

and illustrations 
• Answer simple 

comprehension 
questions 

Focus: Retelling, role play 
and reading confidence 
Teacher does: 
• Reread the story with 

learners 
• Facilitate a discussion 

about the story 
• Encourage learners to 

take on the roles of 
the characters 

• Guide learners in 
acting out the story in 
the correct sequence 

• Celebrate learners' 
participation and 
progress 

Learners do: 
• Participate in shared 

reading 
• Retell the story orally 
• Act out the story 

using the characters 
and events from the 
reader 

• Demonstrate 
understanding 
through role play and 
discussion 

40 Weekly lesson plans

Level RR and R

Tippie learns sounds

Write-and-wipe series

Core Reader R: Meet Tippie

Additional resources 

Curious Readers

16

4

one

two

One blue bird f lying high, 

spots two eggs from 
the sky.

17

Grade
Format
Size
Extent
Series
Unique

R
Activity books
A4
16 pages per book
26 books in a boxset
Everything you need
Practical, engaging and 
hands-on

18



1

Tippie learns soundssounds
Dedré van WyngaardDedré van Wyngaard

José PalmerJosé Palmer
Reinette LombardReinette Lombardb & B

3

In this book you are going to learn all about the In this book you are going to learn all about the bb-sound. -sound. 
Colour in Bud and the ball on the bed. Colour in Bud and the ball on the bed. 

Bud ball

bed

This page focuses on auditory and visual associations. Tippie learns sounds reinforces inter-
connections through multiple associations rather than a single association for a given sound. 
Encourage the child to colour within the lines and pay attention to the correct pencil grip.

19

Also available as Big Books (A3-size)

Reader R, Meet Tippie: Consolidation of  Level RR and R

Reading Book R is a treasure chest of concepts that introduces 
children to basic sounds and letters.

This book not only makes reading easier, but also turns it into a
 fun adventure!

Use it together with Teach Me to Read Levels RR and R to give your 
child a wonderful start on their reading journey, whether at school or 

at home.

Reading Book R is the key to unlocking a world of reading 
enjoyment and developing a love of books that will last a lifetime.

M
eet Tippie! 

Reader R
  José Palm

er | R
einette Lom

bard | N
andi Lessing-Venter

Learning to read is 
fun with Tippie!

Learning to read is 

This is my family.  

This is my Gran and Gramps. 

These are my cousins. 

This cousin is a girl. 

This cousin is a boy. 

My family
this my is

My extended 
family

grandchild

girl

Tippie

Dad

Mom

Gramps

Gran
man woman

aunt
uncle

cousin
cousin

boy

niece
nephew

22 23

Learn to read: Level R
 Emergent Readers

Learn to read: Level RR
Developing Vocabulary

32

family

Mom

friends

family

Dad

GrandmotherGrandfather

aunt uncle

cousin

Tippie

Bud Fin Robin Trish

gesin

familie

maats

niggie / nefie

tannie
oom

Pappa Mamma

Oupa Ouma

wing
vlerk

dragonf ly
naaldekoker

big
groot

small
klein

catch
vang

mosquito
muskiet

water
water

f ly
vlieg

mosquito bite
muskietbyt

f ly
vlieg

1514

77

Morning, Mom. 
We're going to the 

beach. 

I am awake!

morning
oggend

awake
wakker

excited
opgewonde

sock
kous

shoes / sneakers
skoene

sun hat
sonhoed

swimming shorts
swembroek

clothing
klere

gown
kamerjas

red
rooi

66

Publication date:
January 2027

Good morning!

Sleep tight!

Hi!

Night!

Good night.

day

morning 

early

night

evening

lateMorning!

How are you? 
Did you sleep well? 

Sweet dreams. 
See you in the morning. 

4 5
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•Not decodable readers •Level R: contextual vocabulary•Level RR: emergent literacy

•Linking “letters” with images •Reading behaviour •35% of children starting school: less than 
1 book in the household

LEVEL RR AND R
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compiled by monique snyders

English Home language
Grade R

tippie onderw
ysersgids: afrikaans huistaal graad R

Tippie
teachers’ guide

Die Tippie Leesprogram is ontwerp met die Kurrikulum- en 
Assesseringsbeleidsverklaring (KABV) en die Onderrig- en 
Assesseringsplan (OAP) as riglyn. Die leermateriaal in hierdie 
gids is spesifiek vir die Departement van Basiese Onderwys 
saamgestel en die gids dien as ’n riglyn vir die gebruik van dié 
spesifieke leermateriaal. 
Die Tippie Onderwysersgids sal onderwysers toerus met 
omvattende en praktiese hulpmiddels om leer en lees effektief in 
die klaskamer te kan toepas. 
Die tekste in die program bestaan uit ’n verskeidenheid van 
ouderdomstoepaslike en kultureel relevante tekste wat die 
uiteenlopende agtergronde en ervarings van Suid-Afrikaanse 
leerders weerspieël en terselfdertyd ’n verband tussen lees 
en die werklike wêreld bevorder. 
Die Tippie Leesprogram gebruik ’n holistiese benadering 
en maak van die volgende 8 kernkomponente gebruik:1. Klankkaarte

2. Handskrifkaarte3. Muurkaarte
4. Grootboeke
5. Gegradeerde leesboeke6. Kernleser
7. Bundel
8. Flitskaarte

Die gids, met sy 40 lesplanne, onderrigstrategieë, aktiwiteite en assesseringsriglyne, wys presies hoe om die 8 kernkomponente van die Leesprogram te gebruik, en sluit die volgende in: 

• Geïntegreerde klankprogram• Woordeskat en taalontwikkeling• Omvattende leesonderrig• Assesserings en differensiasie
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WEEK 21 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Listening & Speaking 
(20 min. x 5 days) 

 
 

Learners take turns 
sharing news about their 
weekend. 

Learners take turns 
sharing what winter is like 
and discussing their 
experiences during winter. 

Learners discuss the 
weather in winter and 
identify signs of winter 
shown on the poster. 

Learners discuss the 
clothes people wear in 
winter and explain why 
these clothes are needed. 

Learners discuss how 
winter affects people, 
animals and plants.  

Poster: Seasons, clothes and colours. Use during class discussions where appropriate. 

Shared Reading 
(20 min. x 5 days) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Level R, Book 1: 
I am Tippie 

Focus: Prediction, book 
orientation and 
vocabulary development. 
Teacher does: 
• Introduce the title;  

I am Tippie 
• Show the front cover 

and discuss the 
illustration 

• Conduct a picture 
walk through the 
reader without 
reading the text 

• Introduce the main 
characters 

• Encourage learners to 
observe details in the 
illustrations 

• Introduce 2–3 key 
vocabulary words 
from the story 

• Ask prediction 
questions such as: 

➢ Who do you think 
Tippie is? 

➢ What do you think the 
story will be about? 

➢ What clues do the 
pictures give us? 

Learners do: 

Focus: Understanding 
characters, events and 
vocabulary 
Teacher does: 
• Read the entire story 

aloud 
• Model enjoyment and 

expression while 
reading 

• Pause occasionally to 
discuss characters and 
events 

• Encourage learners to 
use picture clues to 
support 
understanding 

• Clarify unfamiliar 
vocabulary 

• Ask simple 
comprehension 
questions during and 
after reading 

Learners do: 
• Listen attentively to 

the story 
• Follow the 

illustrations while 
listening 

• Discuss characters 
and events 

Focus: Recall, sequencing 
and oral language 
development 
Teacher does: 
• Reread the entire 

story 
• Discuss the beginning, 

middle and end of the 
story 

• Model how to retell 
the story using the 
illustrations 

• Ask questions that 
encourage learners to 
recall events 

• Guide learners in 
sequencing events 
orally 

Learners do: 
• Participate in 

discussions 
• Recall events from the 

story 
• Sequence events 

using illustrations 
• Retell parts of the 

story orally 
• Respond to recall 

questions 

Focus: Concepts of print, 
vocabulary and 
comprehension 
Teacher does: 
• Engage learners in 

shared reading of the 
story 

• Model tracking text 
from left to right and 
top to bottom 

• Draw attention to 
selected sight words 

• Discuss vocabulary 
and illustrations 

• Ask questions that 
encourage learners to 
think about the story 

Learners do: 
• Participate in shared 

reading 
• Track text while 

reading 
• Identify selected sight 

words 
• Discuss vocabulary 

and illustrations 
• Answer simple 

comprehension 
questions 

Focus: Retelling, role play 
and reading confidence 
Teacher does: 
• Reread the story with 

learners 
• Facilitate a discussion 

about the story 
• Encourage learners to 

take on the roles of 
the characters 

• Guide learners in 
acting out the story in 
the correct sequence 

• Celebrate learners' 
participation and 
progress 

Learners do: 
• Participate in shared 

reading 
• Retell the story orally 
• Act out the story 

using the characters 
and events from the 
reader 

• Demonstrate 
understanding 
through role play and 
discussion 
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