
LEARN TO READ 
the                         way Tippie  
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Remedial therapist in private practise 
2011: Assessments - average or above 
average scores

Question career choices / What are 
children reading?

Not decodable 
Not relatable: characters and content
Doesn’t focus on typical child development and the 
way children learn

2014: first 8 Tippie-leesboeke published
2015+ Leer my lees, continuous growth and 
development of the series 

A LITTLE BIT OF BACKGROUND…
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Rainbow nations = many cultures. 
Illustrated as animals = typical 
children with different 
personalities
Fantasy and fun = relatable 
characters
Proudly South African 
adventures.
Characters grow with children. 
Good manners and decent human 
beings. 
Inclusive = imagination is the 
only limit
Tippie can be whatever you / 
children need him to be. JC

3

Dr Nandi Lessing-Venter: new senior publisher at Lapa.
Tippie registered as a Trademark. 
March 2019, a telephone call changed everything…

An English Tippie series? 
What? Why? 
There is nothing like Tippie in English. 
When? 

2019 Level 1: Book 1 - 10. 
Every 6 months another level added. 

How? 
The Tippie way = programme for success 
Based on years of experience in South African classrooms 
and in consultation with many specialists
Backed by “The science of reading” and how children learn 
optimally

2019
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The English language 
is made up of the 26 
letters, A-Z, with 46 

sounds or phonemes. 

BUT…there is more 
than 1200 

combinations of those 
26 letters. 

Learning to read…  
Learning to read in English is complex primarily because 
English has a highly irregular and “opaque” orthography — 
meaning the relationship between letters (graphemes) and 
sounds (phonemes) is inconsistent compared to many other 
languages. 

“The English language is a code, it has 

26 letters symbols with 46 sounds. 

Understanding the Speech to Spelling 

Code allows children to decode any 

word they see.”
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Two years before PIRLS we already knew…

PIRLS

2021

Children are struggling 
to read with 

comprehension. 
Many children don’t like 

to read. 
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12 April - Learn to read with Tippie Level 1
Book 1 - 5 will focus only on CVC words with a short vowel sound
Book 6 - 10 will focus and include CVC words and clusters with a short vowel sound

Pre-requisite knowledge for Level 1? 
26 letter sounds
Small number high frequency sight words 

 “Discussions” with the publisher and authors
Learn to read is unique: new stories + new illustrations
Every language has its own grammatical structure 
Creating our own approach based on experience and 
practice. 

46 PHONEMES AT 6+ YEARS 
No way! I need to approach 

English differently. 
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Grade 1 Phoneme frieze    978-0-637-01496-0

Short vowel sounds

cat pan jam lab dad

hen peg red net web

pot mom dog cop fox

bus bug sun hut gum

kid pig bin zip six

Grade 1 Phoneme frieze    978-0-637-01496-0 Grade 1 Phoneme frieze    978-0-637-01496-0

Consonant

bat cat dad fan

gum hen jam key

lap mom net pen

quiet rat sun ten

van web xylophone zip

Level 1 : Book 1 - 20 JC
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Tippie the Elephant is a beloved character from a South African children’s book series designed to help young readers learn to read. 
Created by José Palmer and Reinette Lombard, Tippie is a lovable elephant who embarks on modern-day adventures that resonate 

with typical child development.

English publications overview

Tippie learns sounds 

TLS was developed in collaboration
with an occupational therapist.
This series includes early learning
and developmental outcomes for
a synthetic sound approach.

Tippie does maths

Learning numeracy skills are super easy with Tippie the elephant!
Learning is fun with Tippie the elephant as basic math principles are discovered in each 
book. The broad outcomes for this series include numbers, operations and relationships. 
Patterns, functions and algebra as well as space, shape, measurement and data handling 
are presented progressively.

Tippie write-and-wipe series 
This series includes early learning and 
development of writing skills with clear 
progression.

Learn to do
Learn to do with Tippie includes several 
practical activities for children. This fun, 
interactive series will have your child 
drawing, colouring, cutting, pasting and
learning as they go.

Tippie's first book of series 

This series is packed with colourful 
illustrations, hilarious characters, and silly 
stories that will make both toddlers and 
parents giggle with delight.

Learn to read series 

Learning to read is super easy with Tippie the elephant. Tippie's decodable readers are progressive, sequential and relatable for all 
South African children. 

Age
Format
Size
Extent

Series

5+
Activity books
A4
16 pages per book   

26 Activity books in a boxset

Age
Format
Size
Extent

Series

3+
Encapsulated, re-usable
A4
28 pages per book   

Writing patterns 
Visual perception
Numbers and digits 
Letter formation
Wordgames

Age
Format
Size
Extent

Series

3m+
Board books and eBooks
125mm (w) x 155mm (h)
10 pages per book   

Tippie’s first book of sounds
Tippie’s first book of opposites
Tippie’s first book of colours
Tippie’s first book of pets
Tippie’s first book of numbers

Age
Format
Size
Extent

Series

Unique

4+
Activity books
A4
28 pages per book   

10 Themed activity books

Learning readiness skills

Grade
Format
Size
Extent

Series

Level 

Unique

R, 1, 2 and 3
Activity books
A4
28 pages per book   

4 Levels with 10 books in each level

Corresponds to Grade specific outcomes

Fun, colourful and engaging 

Grade
Format
Size
Extent

Series

Unique

R+
Paper and eBooks
A5
24 pages per book   

7 Levels 
20 Readers in each level 

Progressive and sequential 
Decodable readers 

Grade
Format
Size
Extent

Series

Titles

1+
Paper and eBooks
A5
64 pages per book   

3 Core readers

Hello, Tippie!
Tippie explores
Discover with Tippie

Grade
Format

LTSM

Extent

Series

Include

1+
Assorted

Level 1 and 2

Encapsulated board   

4 sets per level

Flashcards
Picture dictionary
Variety of games
Sequence & creative writing
Write-and-wipe activities

Grade
Format
Size

LTSM

Extent

Unique

R+
Paper, saddle stitched   
A3

Level R, 1 and 2

24 pages

Extra LTSM included

Activity sets Core Readers Big Books 

2
T ippie

3
T ippie
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In the Foundation phase 
children learn to read. 

In the Intermediate phase 
children read to learn.  

Grade 1’s don’t struggle to read in term 2,  
they are learning to read in Grade 1.
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“If a child  
can’t learn the way we teach,  

maybe  

we should  
teach the way they learn.” 

- Ignacio Estrada
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Children learn optimally
Concrete
Schematic
Abstract

Progressive development
Building blocks and solid foundation
Importance of prior knowledge

WHAT DO WE ALWAYS KEEP IN MIND?
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 Neurodiversity.
 Specific learning difficulties.
Most children are language poor.

Assumptions - You know what they say… 
Socio economics play a massive role.

Parents that work.
Parent that don’t work. 
Language of instruction not home language.

WHY DO WE KEEP THIS IN MIND? 
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Eclectic and holistic
Outcomes should meet each other
No skills in isolation

Multi-sensorial approach
Learn through doing
Active participation
Age appropriate activities 
Developmental versus chronological age

Combination approach
Books and technology

HOW DOES TIPPIE THINK DIFFERENTLY? 

JC
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Programme for success
Breaking down outcomes
Success leads to a positive learning 
attitude

Back to the basics
Synthetic sound approach

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
Pre-requisite skills 
Building blocks differ between 
languages - no translations

HOW DOES TIPPIE THINK DIFFERENTLY? 
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Learning is super easy 
with Tippie!

Proudly South African 

Building blocks of learning

Combination approach

Multi-sensorial and kinaesthetic approach

Progressive builds on previous level

Sequential each book builds on the previous book

Outcomes as in CAPS but not as prescribed by CAPS
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Levels not Grades

Home language and FAL 

Written, illustrated and published in SA

Teachers not authors 

Continuous growth and development

Tippie is SMART
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Specific 

Measurable 

Affordable

Relevant

Tippie: x10 in a boxset                        
(Book 1 - 10 and Book 11 - 20)

10 books a term

40 books a year
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Learn to read is an engaging, evidence-based early literacy series designed to teach young children how to read in a fun, 
progressive way. Created by South African authors José Palmer and Reinette Lombard—a mother-daughter team with over 47 

years of combined experience in education—the series features Tippie, a cheerful elephant character who embarks on everyday 
adventures with his friends. These stories are proudly South African, drawing from real-life experiences like family outings and 

playtime.  The books emphasise that reading is "super easy" and enjoyable, helping children build confidence while aligning with the 
science of reading principles, including phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

Learn to read with Tippie

SUGGESTED GRADES
Home Language First Additional Language

1Grade 1+ Grade 2+

2Grade 1+ Grade 2+

3Grade 2+ Grade 3+

4Grade 2+ Grade 3+

Level

Grade 3+ Grade 3+5

Grade 3+ Grade 4+6

RGrade R+ Grade 1+

The School Editions were developed in accordance with the 
Department of Basic Education’s guidelines as a mandatory requirement for the new 

Foundation Phase reading materials.

Tippie does maths: Level 3

suitable Grade 3

patterns

number concepts 1 - 200

functions

space and shape

word problems

data handlingmeasurement 

algebra

The Level 3 Mathematics series builds on the prior knowledge from Level 2, further enhancing the foundational blocks of 
mathematical literacy. Level 3 provides children with the opportunity to learn and apply various skills through specific themes. Tippie 
does maths is progressive, and we recommend starting with Book 1 to ensure retention. The broad outcomes for this series include 
numbers, operations, and relationships. Patterns, functions, and algebra, as well as space, shape, measurement, and data handling, 

are presented progressively. Tippie Does Maths Level 3 focuses on an extended number range.

14
T ippie

15
T ippie

January 2027 

Grade R Teacher Guide 

Level RR (Book 1 - 20) 

Level R Core reader: Meet Tippie 

September 2027 

Teacher Guides                         
(Grade 1 - 3, HL and FAL) 

Anthologies R, 1, 2 and 3

LOOKING AHEAD
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Natural progression following natural child 
development.

26 Letter-sounds - starting point 
Emergent reading - exposure to high frequency sight 
words (visual structure)
Decodable beginner readers 
Progressively adding phonemes in each level
Learning to read (write and spell) in English is a 
process. 

All 46 phonemes covered by the end of Grade 3, 
one reader and one level at a time. 
Grade R - 3 = solid foundation and no gaps. 

DOING ENGLISH THE TIPPIE WAY
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SOUNDS
26 Activity books 
A4 size 
Synthetic sound approach based 
on SOR
Starting point: Gr R/0

24



Learning sounds is fun with Tippie the elephant!

Tippie learns sounds was developed in collaboration with an occupational therapist. This series includes early learning 
and developmental outcomes to support phonemic awareness. Generalisation and consolidation of letter sounds, 

letter formation as well as auditory and visual perception skills form part of this unique approach. Tippie learns sounds 
includes hidden curriculum skills and encourages incidental learning. A structured approach to learning and recognising 
letters with associations is supported by focusing on correct letter formation with a clear beginning and end for each 
letter. Visual scanning for task completion and early reading is encouraged with an emphasis on working from left-to-

right, top-to-bottom.

Learning readiness is key to our approach, emphasising fun, child-centred and age appropriate multi-sensorial activities.

Tippie learns sounds

letter formation visual perception auditory perception

figure-ground associationsdiscrimination

form and spacevocabularyfunctional learning

8
T ippie

9
T ippie
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LEARN TO READ
7 Levels: R- 6

Level RR January 2026
20 readers in a Level
Eclectic and holistic approach to literacy
Language outcomes link back to what the 
child read. 
Repetition, reinforcement and progression
Core reader suggested per Grade 

Consolidation and accomplishment
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Level R: Book 1 - 20

Grade R+
 Home Language

Grade 1+
First Additional Language

emergent literacy

vocabulary

sight words

What’s inside Level R?

Also available as Big Books (A3-size)

Co-author
Heloise Maritz

Learn to read

16
T ippie

17
T ippie
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Grade 1+
 Home Language

Level 1: Book 1 - 20

Grade 2+
First Additional Language

decodable

repetition

progression

sight words

What’s inside Level 1?

vocabulary

oi uea

slgr stfrsn lpsw ck

short vowels

consonant blends

Co-author
Jess Anne Cullen

Also available as 
Big Books (A3-size)

18
T ippie

19
T ippie

JC
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Level 2: Book 1 - 20

Reader 1, Hello, Tippie!: Consolidation of  Level 1 and 2

Grade 1+
 Home Language

Grade 2+
First Additional Language

What’s inside Level 2?

decodable

repetition

sight words

vocabulary

association

simple consonants 
blends

short vowels

nksk

mp

lpck

fr

ld

ll

ntst

ss

nd

f f

progression

Co-author
Jess Anne Cullen

Also available as 
Big Books (A3-size)

20
T ippie

21
T ippie

JC
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Level 3: Book 1 - 20

Grade 2+
 Home Language

Grade 3+
First Additional Language

digraphs

sight words

association

vocabulary

progression

blends

short vowels

What’s inside Level 3?

s-blendsl-blendsr-blends

thchsh phwh ng

Co-author
De Wet Hugo

22
T ippie

23
T ippie
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decoding

progression

repetition

association

vocabulary

sight words

long vowels

Reader 2, Tippie explores: Consolidation of  Level 3 and 4

Grade 2+
 Home Language

Grade 3+
First Additional Language

Co-author
De Wet Hugo

long a
a / a_e / 
ay / ai / 
ey /ei

long e
e / ea / ee 
/ ey / ie / 

y / e_e

long i
i / i_e / 
igh / y / 

ie

long o
o / o_e / 
oa / oe / 

ow

long u
oo / u / ue
u / u_e / 

ew

What’s inside Level 4?Level 4: Book 1 - 20

24
T ippie

25
T ippie
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Level 5: Book 1 - 20

syllable types

progression

repetition

association

vocabulary

r-controlled vowels

consonant +le

What’s inside Level 5?

Grade 3+
 Home Language

Grade 4+
First Additional Language

kle zle

tle ple cle

controlled -er controlled -ir

controlled -or controlled -ur

dle stle ble

f le gle

Co-author
Lori-Ann Preston

26
T ippie

27
T ippie
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complex spelling

contextual vocabulary

diphthongs

Reader 3, Discover with Tippie: Consolidation of  Level 5 and 6

aw ew oi ow

au oo oy ou

Co-author
Lori-Ann Preston

Grade 3+
 Home Language

Grade 4+
First Additional Language

Level 6: Book 1 - 20 What’s inside Level 6?

28
T ippie

29
T ippie
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BIG BOOKS 
3 Levels 
R, 1 and 2 - Book 1 - 10
A3 size
Extra LTSM 
Preparation and planning easy
Shared reading
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9 7 8 1 7 7 6 3 5 6 2 2 5

Learning to read is super easy 
with Tippie the elephant.  

Learn to read with Tippie, Level R are proudly South African
emergent readers to support early literacy skills.

It introduces young children to high frequency sight words
through colourful, visually explicit illustrations and engaging
stories and everyday adventures.

This big book is a teacher’s guide with additional classroom
resources for group reading and active participation.

Jose Palmer & 
Reinette Lombard

Learn to read
Level R: Book 1

I am 
Tippie

I am not

1. I am Tippie

2. Tippie and a frog

3. Tippie, Bud and Fin

4. Tippie can jump

5. Tippie wants Bear

6. Tippie likes pizza

7. Tippie wants to go

8. Look Tippie!

9. Tippie likes to play

10. Tippie finds animals f ind come please help big little

I am not

a and green brown

this is and his

jump can up down

want here there where

on does like he

want to go cannot

look at the you see what

like my me funny play with
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ACTIVITY SETS
8 Activity sets 
2 Levels: 1 and 2  

4 Sets in each level  
Support learning outcomes 
Practical, engaging and concrete  
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CONTACT DETAILS

Corné CGrobbelaar@penguinrandomhouse.co.za 
(Education project manager)

Jaconette jvandyk@penguinrandomhouse.co.za 
(Western Cape, Eastern Cape, Northern Cape, Namibia)

Renette RSymington@penguinrandomhouse.co.za 
(Western Cape, Eastern Cape, Northern Cape, Namibia)

Karen du Preez KduPreez@penguinrandomhouse.co.za 
(Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Limpopo, North West, Free State)

Sakhi smbatha@penguinrandomhouse.co.za 
(Gauteng, KZN)

Helene hdekock@penguinrandomhouse.co.za 
(Gauteng)

Reinette Lombard 082 306 7649
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