LEARNTO READ

ALITTLEBIT OF BACKGROUND..

Remedial therapist in private practise

2011: Assessments - average or above
average scores

Question career choices / What are
children reading?

Not decodable

Not relatable: characters and content

Doesn’t focus on typical child development and the
way children learn

2014: first 8 Tippie-leesboeke published

2015+ Leer my lees, continuous growth and
development of the series
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Rainbow nations = many cultures.

lllustrated as animals = typical
children with different
personalities

Fantasy and fun = relatable
characters

Proudly South African
adventures.

Characters grow with children.

Good manners and decent human
beings.

Inclusive = imagination is the
only limit

Tippie can be whatever you /
children need him to be.

2018

Dr Nandi Lessing-Venter: new senior publisher at Lapa.
Tippie registered as a Trademark.
March 2019, a telephone call changed everything...
An English Tippie series?
What? Why?
There is nothing like Tippie in English.
When?
2019 Level 1: Book 1 - 10.
Every 6 months another level added.
How?
The Tippie way = programme for success

Based on years of experience in South African classrooms
and in consultation with many specialists

Backed by “The science of reading” and how children learn
optimally
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Learning to read...

Learning to read in English is complex primarily because
English has a highly irregular and “opaque” orthography —
meaning the relationship between letters (graphemes) and
sounds (phonemes) is inconsistent compared to many other
languages.

The English language
is made up of the 26
letters, A-Z, with 46

sounds or phonemes.

BUT...there is more
than 1200
combinations of those
26 letters.

Two years before PIRLS we already knew...
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In the Foundation phase
children learn to read.

Grade 1’s don’t struggle to read in term 2,
they are learning to read in Grade 1.

“If a child

can’t learn the way we teach,

maybe

we should
In the Intermediate phase teach the way they learn”
children read to learn. Tgncio Estrada
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WHAT DO WE ALWAYS KEEP INMIND?

Children learn optimally
Concrete
Schematic
Abstract

Progressive development
Building blocks and solid foundation
Importance of prior knowledge

WHY DO WE KEEP THIS IN MIND?

Neurodiversity.
Specific learning difficulties.
Most children are language poor.
Assumptions - You know what they say...
Socio economics play a massive role.
Parents that work.
Parent that don’t work.
Language of instruction not home language.
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HOW DOES TIPPIE THINK DIFFERENTLY?

Eclectic and holistic
Outcomes should meet each other
No skills in isolation
Multi-sensorial approach
Learn through doing
Active participation
Age appropriate activities
Developmental versus chronological age
Combination approach

HOW DOES TIPPIE THINK DIFFERENTLY?

Programme for success
Breaking down outcomes

Success leads to a positive learning
attitude

Back to the basics
Synthetic sound approach
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
Pre-requisite skills

Building blocks differ between
Books and technology Jc languages - no translations
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Learning is super easy
with Tippie!

Proudly South African

Building blocks of learning

Combination approach

Multi-sensorial and kinaesthetic approach
Progressive builds on previous level

Sequential each book builds on the previous book

Outcomes as in CAPS but not as prescribed by CAPS

Levels not Grades

Home language and FAL

Written, illustrated and published in SA
Teachers not authors

Continuous growth and development

Tippie is SMART
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Specific
Measurable
Affordable
Relevant

Tippie: x10 in a boxset
(Book 1 - 10 and Book 11 - 20)

10 books a term

40 books a year

Learn to read with Tippie

LOOKING AHEAD

J anuary 2027
Grade R Teacher Guide
S Level RR (Book I - 20)
LevelR Core reader: Meet TiPPie

SUGGESTED GRADES

Level  First Additional Language

Home Language

SePLember 2027

Teacher Guides
(Grade /- 3 HL and FAL)

AnLl’\o|oSies R I, 2and 3
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DOING ENGLISH THE TIPPIE WAY

Natural progression following natural child
development.

26 Letter-sounds - starting point

Emergent reading - exposure to high frequency sight
words (visual structure)

Decodable beginner readers
Progressively adding phonemes in each level

Learning to read (write and spell) in English is a
process.

All 46 phonemes covered by the end of Grade 3,
one reader and one level at a time.

Grade R - 3 = solid foundation and no gaps.

SOUNDS

26 Activity books

A4 size

Synthetic sound approach based
on SOR

Starting point: Gr R/0
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‘, Tippie learns sounds

LEARN TOREAD

7 Levels: R- 6

Level RR January 2026
20 readers in a Level

Eclectic and holistic approach to literacy
Language outcomes link back to what the

child read.

Repetition, reinforcement and progression

Core reader suggested per Grade
Consolidation and accomplishment
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|_eo rn to rec:d

Level R: Book | - 20

What's inside Level R?

Co-author
Heloise Maritz

Level |: Book | - 20 Whats inside Level [?

Co-author
~\ Jess Anne Cullen
0
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Level 2: Book | - 20

What's inside Level 2? %

Level 3: Book | - 20

What's inside Level 3?




Level L. Book | - 20
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Co-author
De Wet Hugo A\
§

Level 5:Book I - 20 What’s inside Level 5?

Co-author
Lori-Ann Preston,
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i Level 6. Book|-20 What's inside Level 6? Blﬁ BUUKS
3 Levels
R, 1and 2 - Book 1-10
A3 size
Extra LTSM

Preparation and planning easy
Shared reading

Learning to read is super easy
with Tippie the elephant.
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Learn to read

Level R: Book 1
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AGTIVITY SETS

8 Activity sets

2 Levels:1and 2
4 Sets in each level
Support learning outcomes
Practical, engaging and concrete
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CONTACT DETAILS

Corné C! a
(Education project manager)

Jaconette jvandyk@penguinrandomhouse.co.za
(Western Cape, Eastern Cape, Northern Cape, Namibia)
Renette fomt a
(Western Cape, Eastern Cape, Northern Cape, Namibia)

Karen du Preez KduPreez@penguinrandomhouse.co.za
(Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Limpopo, North West, Free State)

Sakhi smbatha@penguinrandomhouse.co.za
(Gauteng, KZN)

Helene hdekock@penguinrandomhouse.co.za
(Gauteng)

Reinette Lombard 082 306 7649
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TELL ME AND | FORGET.
TEACH ME AND | REMEMBER.
INVOLVE ME AND | LEARN.

- BENJAMIN FRANKLIN




